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CHAPTER LXVIL

The grim Norse mythology always
had a malevolent god which later be-

came
¬

the devil of medieval and mod-
ern

¬

literature whose function it was to
turn every scene of rejoicing into one
of wailing No matter what unanimity
of joy and gladness there might be in
the halls of Valhalla Lokl the wicked
one was sure to contrive some way to
change the laughter into weeping In
fact all has some power-
ful

¬

geni who loves wickedness for its
own sake turns with rancor at the
sight of happiness and is keen with
devices to transform joy into gloom

In the midst of the outpouring ¬

and delight of the people there
was just as dark and sinister a plot
brewing to transform this into grief as
ever the savage old Sagas of the Norse-
men

¬

described Only in this case the
malevolent spirit was almost at a
worjds distance from being a lesser
god like Iokl or an archangel like Lu-
cifer

¬

In all that goes to make up a man
John Wilkes Booth was far below the
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average of American manhood To day
his type of men are mostly known as
matinee idols rather
young fellows handsome faced of slen-
der

¬

and ambition to
whom the admiration of silly girls
seems the best thing life can offer John
Wilkes Booths father wa Junius Bru-
tus

¬

Booth an English actor of decided
genius for
but ah inebriate whose

frequently reached actual
Insanity John Wilkes Booth grew up
in the theater as his fathers dresser
and attendant The father had spas ¬

modic intents to make a great actor of
his handsome son but the material was
not there The young mans strongest
lastes were for wearing fine clothes
posing as a Beau Brummel winning
sasily susceptible feminine hearts vary ¬

ing periods of prolonged drunkenness
by on the stage and the
fashionable promenades as a gentle-
man

¬

He was not known to have any
real convictions or principles of any
kind He with secession
because the society of Baltimore Wash ¬

ington and Richmond whose cities he
most were strongly seces-
sion

¬

and he wished to appear well in
that world His devotion to secession
however had never been so strong as
to take him Into the army
or so far as is known to have done
anything In Its behalf that would in ¬

volve risk hardship or personal ¬

It Is said that he went with
the militia to Harpers Fer-
ry

¬

at the time of the John Brown raid
but this does not imply that he did any
real soldierly duty The of
tlie militia at Harpers Ferry partook
more of the character of a picnic than
of the sober reality of war since it
quickly became known that there were
only about 20 deluded men gathered
around the old Osawatomle fanatic

To those who really know the Idle
purposeless dissipated aclor already
beginning to glide down the swift de-
cline

¬

to which whisky leads manhood
John Wilkes Booth was about the last
man that could be imagined for tho
colossal crime that he Is supposed to
have planned

Was It Planned by Others
There Is much evidence but how con ¬

clusive we will not now say that this
plan did not originate with Booth but
was instilled into him as such crimes
usually are by men of far stronger
brains and more vehement purpose Dur-
ing

¬

the later years of the war there was
a group of malevolent in
Canada who hesitated at no crime
which would afflict loyal people The
head of this cabal was Jacob Thomp ¬

son who had been Secretary of the
Treasury under Buchanans ¬

and had become decply in-
volved

¬

In the robbery of the Treasury
thru the abstraction of the Indian
bonds Next to him was Clement C
Clay who had been Senator from Ala¬

bama Reverlv Tueker Circuit Tudco
lns Virginia at one time George N San 1
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demonology

thank-
fulness

ders William C Cleary Prof ITolcomb
George Harper and others This cabal
was in constant with
the Government at Richmond and was
well supplied with money placed to the
credit of Jacob Thompson who made
the Ontario Bank of Montreal a sub
treasury of the in Canada
and received his funds in the shape of
Southern bills of exchange on London

They it was who planned and exe-
cuted

¬

the scheme of starting with in-

fected
¬

clothing epidemics of yellow
fever and smallpox in the seaport cities
and Chicago They engaged and fitted
out the raids by which the St Alban
banks were plundered and two citizens
murdered they started and fitted out
the Beall raid on Lake Erie to capture
steamers and release the prisoners on
Johnsons Island they were the 10
menters of the New York draft riots
and their scheme to burn Chicagi nd
free the prisoners at Camp Douglas
came only too near execution It is
known that as early as October 1S64
John Wilkes Booth and John II Sur- -
ratt visited this cabal of murderous
plotters in Canada and probably ic
ceived instructions as to the
black deed in prospect The cabal was

THE WASHINGTON SURRATT THE CON-
SPIRATORS

¬

PLANNED ASSASSINATION

characterless

Intellectuality

Shaksperian perfomances
irresponsible

eccentricities

attitudinizing

sympathized

frequented

Confederate

Incon-
venience

companies

assembling

conspirators

Adminis-
tration

communication

Confederacy

fronjthem

a part of the Knights of the Golden
Circle and with its grips pass7ords
and countersigns secured ready com-
munication

¬

for Its spies with ail parts
of the North safe transit for them thru
loyal territory arid full information as
to the plans of our civil and miitary
administrations It seems altogether
likely that Booth and Surratt had out-
lined

¬

to them plans for abducting the
President or for murdering him and
were instigated to attempt the crime

The Fellow Conspirators
Who were first associated with Booth

and Surratt we shall never know Prob-
ably

¬

there were many as is usual In the
conception of all plots but these lost I

Into to an

The evidence brought out at the trial of
the conspirators gives us all the In ¬

formation we have as to those dliectly
at the consummation of the

tragedy The one closest to Booth from
the first was John H Surratt son of
Mrs Mary E Surratt a widow 45
of age Mrs JSurratt was born and

in Prince George County Md
and was considered a belie In her youth
Her was ta small slaveholder
and In 1835 she was married to John
H Surratt and went to live with him
on a farm which they worked with the
help of two or three slaves The
goes that they were to these
that one of them set fire to the house
and burned it down Surratt afterwards
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became a contractor on the Orange
Alexandria Railroad and made some
money with which he returned to
Maryland bought another farm upon
which he established a tavern had the
post office located there and later be-
came

¬

Postmaster The couple had
three children a daughter and two
sons One of the boys entered the Con ¬

federate army and remained in it dur-
ing

¬

the war The younger son John H
Siirratt was a student at St Charles
College in Maryland became an ardent
Secessionist but did not enter the army

JOHN WILKES BOOTH
It was fell that he could bo of more
service by staying at and duting
the earlier years of the war so was by
times a spy and courier carrying dis¬

patches from other spies and an agent
of the blockade running line between
Baltimore and Richm nil Wis thoro
knowledge of the lower part of Mary-
land

¬

lying betwe n the Potomac River
and Chesapeake Oav was of the great ¬

est value in this service His mothers
tavern at Surrattsville was a con-
venient

¬

station for his work In the
Fall of 1864 Mrs Surratt who had be-
come

¬

a some time before rented
her farm to John M Lloyd ana ic
moved to Washington where she
opened a boarding house at i0 I H street
northwest John H Surratt then a
tall slender man of about -- 2 years of
age wae thought by the Richmond au-
thorities

¬

to Lo capable of still better
service and was sent to CahaTla

When Booth and Surratt-lir- s- came
together is not known and jhany
conflicting Malemeiits hav been hiaric
by Surratt himself as well as others
that the truth will never Je known It
is likejy that they met In Canada when
bothwfire visiting thcThbmpson cabal
or that they Jiccame acquainted in one
of Booths drinking-- bouts at some ¬

cession resort in Vashington
The m ih who impressed everyone as

being the most desperate and daneer- -
ous of the conspiratprs was Lewis Payne
Powell the son of a Baptist minister In
jlonna jewis anu it is two brothers
were in the Confederate army The

MRS MARY E SURRATT
two brothers were killed and LrwLs
wounded and taken prisoner at Gettys-
burg

¬

Upon convalescing he was em ¬

ployed as a nurse until he slipped away
and rejoined the Confederate army
where however he remained only a
little while when he deserted and went
to Baltimore He was a big fellow with
the figure of an athlete low forehead
coarse black hair and dark gray eyes
His face was beardless and his hands
were not those of a man accustomed to
manual work He was the most strik ¬

ing looking of all the conspirators and
at the trial the observed of all observ ¬

ers Both face and figure proclaimed
him the powerful resolute creature he
had proved himself to be In Baltimore
he met Booth and became his accom
plice apparently at once

The next of the conspirators was
heart and drifted off as the enterprise David EHerold a Maryland boy with
began to harden desperate shape education sufficient make him in- -

THE OLD VAN NESS MANSION WHERE LINCOLN WAS TO HAVE BEEN
SECRETED

Implicated

years

reared

father

story
so cruel

1909

home

widow

so

se

different drug clerk He had a stupid
Insignificant face and an irresolute
cowardly look His employers found
him irresponsible and trifling Ho was
23 years of age but more like a boy
than a man -

George A Atzerodt was born In Ger-
many

¬
33 years before but had been

brought up in Charles County Md
and was by trade a coach painter Ho
began blockade running which he kept
up until he became involved in the con-
spiracy

¬

He is described as a short
thick set round shouldered man of stu-
pid

¬
heavy appearance with straggling

sandy whiskers and mustache Ho was

Continued on page six

CONGRESS MARKING TIME

Not Doings Much Business Before the Holidays A Host of Recess

Appointments The New Associate Justice Opposition to Low

Tariff Democrats as Treasury Officials

They are marklngjtlme In Washing ¬

ton Adjournments for three days at a
time the longest period allowed under
the Constitution without the concurrence
of tlie two bodies are the order in
Senate and House-- Congressman are
students of the calendar looking for-
ward

¬

to those two big holidays Christ ¬

mas and New Years And of the two
New Yenrs is the bigger official day
because the official season is then-for-ma- lly

ushered in with the big reception
at the White House whfcirvlll be the
first official New Years of the Taf t Ad-

ministration
¬

The Senate every three days is hav ¬

ing a high old time at morning business
and outwardly it is the only- - business
the public sees the Senate transacting
at this period When a Senator has a
bill providing for the payment of a
claim of 375 to Bill Smlthpof Podunk
because the great at
thp npnrhv Armv fort shO ik his win
dows and broke a few par es of glass
tho said Senator rises sole nniy in his
seat waies the bill aloft y hlch brings
n tmri spnrrviner to his nla e and ad
dressing tlie Vice Presldafji announces
his desire- - to introduce a ins asiirc J ne
page goes back hot footed o the desk
whereupon the reading clerk announces
in high sounding tones the title of the
bill

Hours and hours are- - consumed t very
afternoon when the Senate meets dur-
ing

¬

the early part of the sei slon with
tills business Senators stand waiting
their turns of recognition An hour is
allotted to this moaning business
which comprises not only the Introduc-
tion

¬

of bills but the offering of resolu
tions and memorials and tne like

If the House followed that method
the dally sessions would have to be
much longer or other business would
have to be curtailed For there arc 300
more members in the House than in
the Senate and the numbej of bills In-

troduced
¬

there Is
larger So one mlghtnvatchthe pro

ceedings of the House for ari entire
season without hearing1 anything In tho
addresses of members about Introducing
bills The House has a morequlet way
which Is just as effectives When Repre
sentatives John Doe cares- tnJntroduce
a bill to pay Bill Smith of Podunk

37 for the smashingof Jiiswindows
lie either tramp3 tip to the clerks ibsk
himself or calls i page who deposits
tho bill In an ordinary desk basket
There is a man at thethsk who makes
the prrffwr reference ofttie measure tct
a committee but no announcement of- -

the riferonceis made to the House One
interested can read In thje Congressional
iteconi ine nexiTnorninc tnnt jonn uoo
offered the bill andit was referred to
the Committee on Claims

1 tec ess rinoiaUintsp
The Senate abart from holdlrlg its

usual morning hours Is giving a little
time to executive sessions These nre
chiefly for the purposo of confirming
the big batch of nominations which
President Taft has sent In since Tues ¬

day Dec 7 There hayc been hundreds
of these nominations most ofthem cov-
ering

¬

what is technically known as re
cess appointments When the Presi
dent selects a man for a Federal place
where the commission depends upon the

advice and consent of the Senate he
sends the nomination to tho Senate if
Congress is In soion and he nominee
dops not take office till the Senate has
confirmed or rejected But if Congress
is not In session the President makfs
an appointment not a nomin tUnn and
issues a temporary commission This
Is followed as soon as Congress coi
vencs by the usual nomination to the
Senate

With the growth of the Government
and the Increase In Federal patronage
Presidents Invariably haVo to make
many recess appointments In the
course of four months which was the
period between the adjournment of the
extra session and the convening of tho
regular session there Were literally
hundreds of appointments of Posttoas
ters scores of ippointmehts of Army
officers scores of appointments of Navy
officers not to mention ojcat ntinitcis
of divers other FedcraJ oljcials

in many cas s thrse toniirmailons
are only perfunctory Tile promotion
of an Army Captain to leja Maior has
to be referred to the Mljilary ArtJiis
Committee for Instance V meeting of
that committee must lield with n
quorum present unless the expedient
of polling the committee Is adopted the
nomination reported back favorably
and then a confirming vote taken by
tne henate ueroie the Army officer gets
nis permanent commission

The Senate railroads nnny of those
confirmations thru in iecord pace but
all the same the executive sessions oc ¬
cupy a prominent place In the wm k of
the Senate In these days when Congress
Is marking time Just now he con ¬

firmation of nominations which the
President and members of his Cabinet
have agreed upon often only after long
deliberation and extensive inquli y Is
the only big buslines being transacted
at me uapuoi Nine tenths of the
nominations go thru without a ripple
either In the committees to which they
are referred or in theSenatc hut some ¬

times there is a rowjor a show of onno- -
sltlon and this hoiston has been no ex
ception in tnat regard The executive
proceedings however have been in the
main pacific

This New Associate justice
The big nomination pf them fill has

been that of an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court President Taft after
much deliberation and ljiuch inquiry
into the charges of opposition Jus nom-
inated

¬

Circuit Judge Horace H Lirton
of Tennesfee to be an Associate Jus¬

tice of the Supremo Court His old
tlmo friendship for Judge Lurton and
his admiration of Judge Lurlon from
several years of association with lilmupon the bench overcame all tho things
that critics brought forward against

With the Senate Judiciary-Comm-ittee which Has to pas3 upon this nomi ¬
nation tho chief objection was thatJudge Lurton is 6C years old said to be
tho oldest man ever nominated for theSupreme Bench But while ordinarily
Justices of the Supreme Court nro eli ¬
gible for retirement when thev beeomn
70 years old tlieyrmustv have first 10
venra of flAriifpo DinlJAHMMii4tir Tnclfn
Lurtoirmustservellli hT I 76 before
he canretlre on full pay But the re-
tirement

¬

projisionla iPatter of law
not of -- the Constitution Sind It is not
Improbable JhatjsoniQ- - ejAeptlon might
be laade lnrcaseor-- thef new Justice
should he In future yeaTi want to re-
tire

¬
before he has served 10 years

1 utiivmo uuesuonr mlgpt De raisedwhether his Ionic servipo as a Circuit
Judge OugHt not toount

ne opposition tq Judge Lurton has

been exceptionally strong but appar¬

ently will avail nothing He Is a Demo-
crat

¬

and was appointed to the Circuit
Bench as such by President Cleveland
The Rooseveltlans have been busy
charging that he is a reactionary The
labor leaders have asserted thab his
decisions were uniformly against them
The air has been filled witii statements
about his friendliness to the railroads
and about his having ridden in the old
days when passes were not forbidden
fn private cars that did not cost him a
cent

President Taft undoubtedly knows
Judge Lurton personally better than any
of the critics and he has chosen to ig-
nore

¬

these unfriendly charges If I
dont nominate him now the President
said a few days before tho nomination
was sent to the Senate I never shall
have the opportunity to do It again

The Senators of the Judiciary Com-
mittee

¬

were all carefully canvassed be
fore the nomination was decided upon
and they returned answer that they
would favor his confirmation If the
President insisted upon making the
nomination but on account of Lurtons
age they thought it might be advisable
to select a younger man It was be-
lieved

¬

from the beginning that the Pres ¬

ident would select his old associate of
the bench He had urged Roosevelt to
nominate him to the Supreme Bench

Secretary MneVcaglis Turn
Every man of President Taffs Cab-

inet
¬

seems destined to have his bad
quarter of an hour with Congress or
the public or some other authority Sec-
retary

¬

Balllngcr as head of the Interior
Department has been kept in hot wa-
ter

¬

for months because of the criticisms
of the Pinchot enthusiasts Secretary
of Slate Knox has had his troubles with
that- - Minister to China whom he sum-
marily

¬

deposed and 30 It goes
This last week Secretary MacVeagh

has had his turn Ho went to Boston
to make a speech before a bankers as-
sociation

¬

and emphasized the idea that
the Aldrich Payne tariff law was only
a step forward but that the Republican
Party had executed a right-about-fa-

and was going to reduce tariffs gradual-
ly

¬

in the course of a series of years
Secretary MacVeagh did not attempt to
givf the details as to how tills would
be done but he made it plain that the
Tariff Board would be the instrumental-
ity

¬

for reducing rates that may be prov-
en

¬
tpo high

- Juki about that time the Finance
Committee of the Senate was soon to
meet to take up several Treasury nomi ¬
nations Among these was that of Jas
F Curtis a young Democrat of Boston
to be Assistant Secretary of the Treas ¬
ury In charge of tho administration of
customs and among them also was the
nomination of R E Cabell a-- young
Republican of Richmond Vu - to be
Commlssldner of Internal Revenue
Both young men arc now holding office
under recess appointments but the
President has sent their nominations to
the Senate for four year terms and
these nitist be confirmed or rejected by
the Senate

The Finance Committee does not al-
together

¬

like the idea of having a Dem-
ocrat

¬

like Mr MacVeagh at the head
of the Treasury Department and neith-
er

¬

does the committee like the idea of
placing a young man much less a Dem-
ocrat

¬
in charge of the administration

of customs The Finance Committee
rovlsed the Payne law last Summer and
includes several of the old standpatters
of the Senate They feel and very
many men agree with them in that par
ticular that the tariff law should be
administered by men who are Repub-
licans

¬

and also by men who are In sym ¬
pathy with the protective principle idea

wniie tame laus are verv ricldlv
drawn there are thousands of little
loopholes The Treasury Department
makes numerous regulations and rules
with the hope of plugging up these
loopholes that Congress bos left but
even then shrewd men find little ways
of getting around the regulations And
tho man who has much to say about
tne rraming of the regulations and
about decisions on individual cases as
they come up to the Department lias a
tremendous power That man is the
Assistant Secretary of the Treasuty In
charge of the administration of cus-
toms

¬

Curtis Likely to He Confirmed
The Finance Committee lias long tak ¬

en the stand that It should be consulted
about tlie selection of that official Pres-
ident

¬

Roosevelt early in his term first
gave the Finance Committee a case of
shivers when he nominated for Assistant
Secretary to have charge of customs u
beardless youth Robert Armstrong who
had been private secretary to Secretary
Shaw The Finance Committee fought
that nomination hard but there result ¬

ed a series of parleys and It was finally
agreed that Mr Armstrong should be
confirmed There was nothing against
him personally just as now there is
nothing personally against Mr Curtis
But tlie Finance Committee is com
posed of old and seasoned politicians
the majority being Republicans who
want men of their own ideas and of
good business training in immediate
charge of the enforcement of the tariff
Jaw

They are likely to confirm Mr Curtis
but probably not till after the holidays
and not until Mr Curtis has been im ¬

pressed with tho authority of the
Finance Committee and has been made
acquainted with its purposes in framing
the tariff law as it did

It Is significant that tho committee
was fighting tlie nomination of Mr Ca-
bell

¬

at the same time because Mr Ca ¬

bell bears the same relation to the in-
ternal

¬

revenues that Mr Curtis does to
the customs and from customs and
from internal revenue tho Government
derives practically all of Us income Mr
Cabell like Mr Curtis I3 still In the
30s but unlike Mr Curtis he is a
seasoned politician lie has ideas about
keeping Senators and Representatives
at a distance which does not please the
Finance Committee The Internal Rev-
enue

¬
Service offers many patronage op-

portunities
¬

and In tho big internal rev-
enue

¬

States the politicians have been
able to tako care of many of their
friends As Commissioner Cabell has
been disposed to curtail the rights of
Congressmen In these patronage mat ¬

ters they are trying to strike back at
him But it appears that Mr Cabell is
likely to be confirmed after the holi-
days

¬

And Incidentally the Finance Com-
mittee-is disposed to impress Secretary
MacVeagh a little with the Idea that
this is a Republican Administration and
with the idea that a Secretary of the
Treasury under a Republican Adminis-
tration

¬

ought to keep the protective
principle constantly in mind The stand- -
pat Republicans resented Mr Mac- -
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A Good Man Being Neglected
his outspoken methods They know
that he was for years a low tariff Demo-
crat

¬

altho he voted for Taft in the last
election and they wish he would not
emphasize his views so much as those
views are apt to be taken under the
circumstances for the views of the Re-
publican

¬

Administration
Wants New Blood in the Treasury
The Secretary believes in getting new- -

blood into the Treasury service and
while he Is well advanced In years him ¬

self he has chosen for his three Assist
ant Secretaries very young men none
of whom is over 40 years old OneofJ
these Assistants Mr Charles D Norton
had attained prominence in financial
circles of Chicago and Is become Secre-
tary

¬

MacVeaghs alter ego To Mr
Noiton the Secretary Intrusts a vast
amaunt of detail much of wnicn has
hitherto been attended to by thaSecre- -
tary himself The critics are fond of
saying that Mr Norton funs the De ¬
partment altho that Is hardly true Sec ¬

retary MacVeagh runs his ownDepart
ment quite as much asdid anyother
Secretary of the Treasury and he In ¬

sists upon having his ideas followed
The President is satisfied with him

and continues to intrust Mr MacVeagh
to tho fullest extent with the perform-
ance

¬

of all duties pertaining to his De-
partment

¬

The President let it be
known at the very start that his subor-
dinates

¬

were to have the choice of their
subordinates as he proposed to hold
his Cabinet members responsible ior
the conduct of their respective Depart-
ments

¬

Therefore Secretary MacVeagh
takes the responsibility for the subor-
dinates

¬

whom he has chosen and whom
the Finance Committee is very slow
about confirming The only criticism
the Senate seems disposed to make ot
President Taft Is for appointing Mr
MacVeagh Secretary of the Treasury
That criticism however Is very largely
partisan for all men at Washington
have come to recognize Mr MacVeaghs
great ability He is already looming
forth as one of the very big men of the
Cabinet a man who Is really of Cab-
inet

¬

size and who approaches the solu ¬

tions of the big problems of his office
In a statesmanlike manner Therefore
when a standpat Republican nowadays
says sneeringly that Mr MacVeagh is
running his Department as tho it were
a corner grocery he is playing upon
the fact that Mr MacVeagh is mem-
ber

¬

of a great grocery firm in Chicago
and emphasizing directly the Secretarys
politics

THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

It is Being Worked Out By the

President Cabinet and the

Leading Senators and Repre

sentatives

The three sessions of Congress for
the first week raised questions of wide
interest about future policies and pro-
cedures

¬

Unless the signs fail a second
week of parleying and conferring is not
going to clear the atmosphere material-
ly

¬

Only the New Year will mark any
decisive steps forward if indeed there
Is to be much progress beyond the ap-
propriation

¬

bills
The leaders of Senate and House

have been busy laying plans throwing
up defenses and mapping out cam-
paigns

¬

but the hundreds of plain Sen-
ators

¬

and Representatives who are only
soldiers in the ranks have had a thumb
twirling time of It There is little or
nothing for them to do Of course it
is well enough to point to the Depart-
mental

¬

errands but after all a live
Congressman can do a pile of Depart ¬

mental errands in one forenoon and a
day or two a week suffices to keep up
to date with the requests of constit-
uents

¬

Congressmen have the same weak ¬

ness as the rest of human kind about
emphasizing the arduous character and
the tremendous importance of their
duties In Washington But in these
modern days there is not one Congress-
man

¬

in 20 at Washington who is hurt-
ing

¬

himself with work A few men on
the big committees do the bulk of the
work The rest find time hanging heav ¬

ily on their hands from the moment
they come here in December till they
get away in the Spring or early Sum
mer Washington is to them a sort of
Winter resort where they can come to
keep In agreeable company and be In
the thick-- of thlngsr and of course par
ticipate in legislation Most of the
Congressmen prefer to have a part In
what is doing but the leaders do not
give them the opportunity

Accordingly these Congressmen are
WJlltlnfT for hlnfa to turn iitv ThAV

Veaghs Boston speech and they resent go to the Capitol every day listen to

KKB

S5--

the latest gossip watch for indications
as to the trend and In the majority of
cases fall into line for whatever pro-
gram

¬
may be determined upon And

that la what they are doing now There
are exchanges of opinion with which
the leaders keep Informed They gage
the sentiment of the rank and file who
have votes to give In support of this
and that proposition or against It and
govern themselves accordingly

The Presidents delay In handing out
his views about the -- big legislation of
the Winter is hxpart responsible for the
poloilessKjondjtipn of atfii rs bur even
had hcCannaunced those views In bis
annual iiiessiigif Isr open fp question
fvhrther there would have beerr much
more progress before the holidays And
It should also be said that the com-
prehensive

¬
discussion of matters ahead

will Si the end prpbably be beneficial
and quite as much may have been ac- -

compliohed by the end of - January Or
February orMarch as would have hap--
pehedhad the entire grist of business
been plumped right before the lawmak- -
ers In a heap

However just now when everybody
is drifting along the critics put in hard
licks and find an opportunity to pro-
claim

¬

that the start is with such a lack
of energy little is to be expected that
the leaders do not want much legisla
tion anyway and that the President Is
falling m with their ideas Tlie program
certainly has been curtailed since Pres-
ident

¬

Taft returned from his Western
trip but perhaps yet enough of it will
go thru to enable the Republicans to
say they have made a gratifying ad
vance in enacting the Presidents rec ¬

ommendations into law
President Taft favors giving all sides

a hearing on whatever proposition he
has in hand That comes from his long
judicial training and is in the interest
of fair play It is what lie 13 now doing
with every big measure he and his At
torney General are framing for the leg-
islative

¬

branch And so it is that Wash-
ington

¬

is filled with representatives of
the railroads and of every corporation
affected by the proposed legislation
These arrivals have made Washington
a busier center for these interested vis-

itors
¬

than it has been since the days of
the memorable railroad rate regulation
fight They are directing their steps
toward the Department of Justice and
are holding their long talks with Attor-

ney-General Wickersham and also
with Solicitor Lloyd Bowers

But when the President has lstened
patiently to the representations of his
Cabinet officers and also of the few
representatives of the corporations who
get to him from time to itime it is alto-
gether

¬
likely that he will speak out

definitely Not only will he send In his
special messages but he will be able to
tell the leaders in the Senate and the
leaders in the House exactly what he
yants and just how much legislation
there must be to satisfy him

When that stage is reached the Com-
mittees

¬

of Senate and House that ex-
pected

¬

to begin their deliberations early
on the Taft measures will go ahead and
there will be live times at the Capitol
As already stated it probably will not
come about till after the holiday recess
but that will be In plenty of time

NICARAGUAN AFFAIRS

Gov Creel of Mexico Here Try

ing to Adjust Matters

One of the very notable arrivals in
Washington of recent days is that amia-
ble

¬

and capable Mexican Senor Don
Enrique C Creel formerly Embassador
here at Washington but now Governor
of the State o Chihuahua The fact
that he comes as the confidential agent
of his Government and that his mission
is really to keep the United States and
Nicaragua from going to war adds to
the Interest of his appearance in this
city at this time

For Secretary of State Knox has been
pressing so aggressively against Presi-
dent

¬
Zelaya of Nicaragua that little

further development is necessary to
make a state of war which Congress
would have to recognize eventually by
the authorization of hostilities Every
few days additional warships are being
sent to either the Atlantic or the Pacific
Coast of Nicaragua The Isthmian
Canal Zone is being made a place of
rendezvous for a big force of marines
The Navy Department Is now able to
start an army of about 2000 marines
against Nicaragua As that little coun
try has no navy tho jackles on the
ships could also be safely put ashore to
swell the forces of an army of invasion

The massing of these forces of ma
rines and Jackles in the vicinity of Nica-
ragua

¬

has seemed necessary because of
reports that President Zelaya was gain ¬

ing the ascendancy and that Gen Juaa

-- A3l


